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EPISCOPAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


To the Members of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States. 


Tue Committee of the said Church 
appointed at the last Genera! Conven- 
tion on the subject of a Theological 
Seminary, heing now assembled in the 
city of Philadelphia, address tlie Mem- 
bers of their Coinmunion on the im- 
pertant subject; and in the discharge 
of this duty, they enjoy the advantage 
of a unanimity of opinion among 
themselves, manifested on the first 
comparison of their respective views 
of what had been committed to their 
consideration. 

They perceive the importance of 
carrying the design into effect, at all 
events ; although, doubt!ess, it will be 
with a degree of usefulness, bearing 
some proportion to the means with 
which they may be supplied, by the li- 
berality of those who may consent with 
them in the object of their solicitude. 

The most essential supply of the 
exigences of the Church in this insti- 
tution, will be the appointing of three 
Professors, whose respective services 
may be applied to so many different 
subdiyisions of Theological Science. 
Biblical learning, comprehending the 
exposition of the Holy Scriptures, 
with whatever relates to the authen- 
ticity of the Sacred Books, and the 
correct translation of them—Systema- 
tic Theology, giving correct views of 
the doctrines of Scripture, with the 
authorities sustaining them, and what 
may be called Historic ‘Theology, giv- 
ing correct information of the state of 
the Church in ail ages, and of the 
Church of England in particular, from 
the period of the Reformation. In 
this subdivision will be embraced a 
—" e of the opinions of the ear- 

OL. 


ly Fathers éf the constitution of the 
Christian Church, and of the various 
orders of the Ministry. It is desira- 
ble that provision may be made for 
the maintenance of the Professors; 
so as to detach them from all concerns 
of parochial cure ; without which the 
design may be carried into operation, 
but not with equal prospect of benefit 
to the Charch. It is not improbable 
that the system may be hereafter im- 
proved, by the appointment of addi- 
tional Professors, especially in some 
of the learned languages ; but whose 
subsistence may not be altogether de- 
pendent on their Profestorsfipa. 

The appointment. of a professor, 
whose services shall be devoted to the 
exercising of the students in compo- 
sition and delivery, will be highly ex- 
pedient. In the mean time, such im- 
portant objects are not to be unat- 
tended to. But whether they may be 
the most usefully attached to one of 
the three professorships defined, or be 
attended to by each Professor in his 
sphere, in exercises bottomed on the 
subjects which will be before him, 
may be left to future deliberation. 

The next object of expense ogcur- 
ring to the Committee, is, the erect- 
ing of a building for the different lec- 
tures, and for a library, the apartment 
for which may serve as a place of wore 
ship for the professors and the stu- 
dents. The Committee do not con- 
template the appropriation of any 
part of the funds to the erection of 
a building for the residence of the 
students. The accommodation of 
the Professors with houses, which 
may constitute a part of their mainte. 
nance, is, however, deemed desirable. 
Bui while the Committee calculate 
that this institution will furnish the 
means of theological attainments on 
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an extensive scale, to all classes of 
candidates for orders; they regard as 
an object of peculiar importance, the 
education for the ministry of young 
men of piety and talents, who may be 
destitute of pecuniary resources. 

When the General Convention 
sanctioned the establishment of a 
Theological Seminary, they commis- 
sioned three Reverend Gentlemen to 
solicit subscriptions in the different 
departments of the United States. 
Two of the Reverend Gentlemen have 
been prevented by other occupations 
from entering on the work; and the 
only Gentleman who undertook it, 
found his district disproportioned to 
the fulfilment of the expectations of 
the Church. 

Accordingly the Committee have 
found it necessary to make new ar- 
rangements. The persons appointed 
in consequence of these arrangements, 
will be furnished with the necessary 
evidences of their authority. 

The Committee will finish their 
present session, without those details 
of the projected seminary which, ac- 
cording to a provision of the General 
Convention, must be submitted to the 
Bishops of this Church, and obtain the 
consent of the majority of them before 
the plan can go into operation. They 
defer those details until there shall be 
ascertained the amount of the collec- 
tions; which must govern. in deter- 
mining the amount of the expense to 
be incurred. ‘Those details have been 
the subject of serious deliberation with 
the Committee ; but from their great 
importance, the Committee are de- 
sirous of bestowing on them still far- 
ther consideration, and they entertain 
the confident expectation, that the 
plan, in its principles and details, will 
be satisfactory to the members of the 
Church; and agreeable to the views of 
the General Convention, as expressed 
in their resolutions on the subject. 

The Committee ought not to con- 
clude this address without earnestly 
eutreating every member of their com- 
munion, whom Providence may have 
blessed with abundance, or with com- 
petency, to consider the proposed in- 
stitution as of the utmost importance, 
for the sustaining of its reputation, 
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and for the giving of due effect to the 
labours of its ministry. ‘They would 
also earnestly impress the necessity 
of extraordinary liberality towards 
an institution, the establishment of 
which is so fundamentally connected 
with the interests and the prosperity 
of the Church. 

The Committee, although not un- 
aware that there are some, who con- 
ceive of the clerical calling, as requir- 
ing but a slender furniture of intellec- 
tual information, accommodate this 
address to persons who know, that for 
the defending of the Christian for- 
tress against the assaults of Infidelity, 
the ministerial combatant must be 
possessed of weapons of defence, drawn 
from thesame stores which they abuse, 
of History, of Chronology, of Criti- 
cism, and of Natural Science, and 
that the same preparation is required 
for the defending of the doctrines of 
the Reformation against traditionary 
imposture ; and for the vindicating of 
the Faith of the earliest and best ages 
of the Church, against innumerable 
novelties of modern times. 

In all exertions for the purpose 
which have been disclosed, this Church 
will be treading in the steps of the 
Mother Church of England; and will 
be aiming at an imitation of attain- 
ments, which have rendered her the 
most distinguished Church of the Re- 
formation. By the act of transmit- 
ting to us her Episcopacy, she has de- 
posited a trust in the matter in ques- 
tion, and in some degree committed 
her reputation on the event of a due 
discharge of it. 

Fven in the circumstances of a 
great and increasing measure of lite- 
rary improvement, in a considerable 
proportion of the members of this 
Church, there may be perceived a 
motive for a proportionate improve- 
ment of the literary qualifications of 
those who are to officiate among them 
in the ministry. For it is naturally the 
effect of the contrary want of qualifi- 
cation, that men of cultivated under- 
standing, exchange their religious con- 
nexion for some other, in which they 
are no longer witnesses of what they 
cousider dishonour done to religion 
in general, and to the Church in 
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which they were baptized and educat- 
ed, in particular; or have recourse to 
the worse retreat of the abandonment 
of a visible profession, and perhaps to 
infidelity. 

Under the weight of these consider- 
ations, the success of the design is 
now comunitted to the blessing uf God, 
through the medium of the solicited 
liberality ef those who owe to his 
bounty whatever they may possess, 
and are dependent on him for its con- 


 tinuance. 


(Signed) 
WILLIAM WHITE, 


Pishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Commonwewlth of Pennsylvania. 


JOHN HENRY HOBART, 


Fishep of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of New-York. 


JOHN CROES, 


Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of New-Jersey. 


CHARLES HENRY WHARTON, 


Rector of St. Mary’s Church in Burlington. 
W. MEREDITH. 


The subscribers, members of the 
Committee, unavoidably prevented 
trom attendance on the framing of 
the preceding address, approve ef, and 
concur 1n it. 

(Signed) 
W. HARRIS, 
President of Colunbia College, New-York. 
CHARLES F. MERCER, 
of Virginia. 


A Female Religionist—An Extract. 


Waar do ye more than others? is 
a reproach with which the enemies 
of Christianity have, in all ages, but 
too successfully assailed its votaries. 
Would that the “ religious world,” 
(as it is called,) had never given just 
occasion for the inquiry, by the incon- 
sistency of their lives with their pro- 
fession. Yet, let the observer be can- 
did—the Christian, though a renewed, 
is an imperfect creature still; and the 
true Israel is not the less holy, because 
some foreigners have assumed the garb, 
and learned the dialect of Canaan. 

The visitors at Mr. Clifford’s house 
were few and select ; yet even in this 
limited circle there were some whose 
conduct might provoke the interroga- 
tive reproach; and in whose extenua- 
tion charity herself can plead no more. 
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We had not risen from the break- 
fast-table one morning, whena female, 
rather young, and fashionably dressed, 
entered the room. After a few com- 
mon-place civilities, she turned to Mrs. 
Clifford, saying, ‘ I called to tell you 
that Mr. S— is in town; he preaches 
to-day at —, and you must positively 
put on your things, and go with me 
to hear him.’ ‘ Could I consistently 
do so,’ replied her friend, ‘ I should 
be very happy to accompany you; 
but excuse me if I say, that were this 
excellent man to see the dear little 
group by which I am surrounded, he 


. would be the first to forbid my leaving 


them to listen to his sermon.’ 
Perhaps the conscious recollection 

of some duty unperformed at home, 

just then stung the feelings of our 


fair devotee ; or it might be purely a 


misguided zeal which reddened on 
her cheek, as she retorted, somewhat 
sharply, ‘ When, like Martha’s, the 
heart is “ careful and troubled about 
many things,” it is easy to find a pre- 
text of duty, to prevent our listening 
to the words of Jesus.’ 

Mrs. Clifford mildly answered, ‘ I 
hope I am aware of this plausible de- 
ception, but in the present instance I 
am not conscious of meriting the re- 
buke. You may remember, my dear 
Mrs. Hammond, that Martha was not 
censured for a necessary attention to 
her ordinary and relative duties; but 
for an undue anxiety, an ostenta- 
tious and ill-timed desire of roviding 
“ things more than hospitably good.” 
Perhaps, too, I may remind you, that 
there subsists a visible difference be- 
tween her neglecting to hear the words 
of the Redeemer, when he honoured 
her roof with his sacred presence, and 
my declining to attend the discourse 
of one of his servants, when such an 
attendance would necessarily involve 
a neglect of duties more strictly en- 
joined on me.’ 

‘ You have always a great deal to 
say about duties, my dear,’ resumed 
the lady; ‘ but if I read my Bible 
aright, no duties are so acceptable 
with God, as an affectionate reception 
of his Gospel, and a desire to see his 
kingdom advanced in our own hearts, 
and in the world around us.’ She 
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then magnanimously declared her re- 
solution to persist in her attachment 
to the ‘ word preached,’ although it 
continued to expose her to many do- 
. mestic sacrifices, and involved her in 
several petty persecutions. 

I believe Mrs. Clifford could have 
evinced to her fair friend, that she 
had not ‘read her Bible aright ;’ but as 
a spirit of recrimination certainly was 
not the temper by which she sought to 
maintain the honour of religion, she 
thought it better to drop the subject 
than to expose her visitor to the immi- 
nent risk of losing her temper. 

A short silence, therefore, ensued, 
till Mr. Clifford inquired of Mrs. Ham- 
mond, Whether +m had yet had an 
opportunity of visiting the sick woman 
whose case he recommended to her? 
‘ No, really,’ she replied, ‘ I have not 
had one moment of leisure since you 
named her to me, On Monday, I was 
at a Bible Society’s meeting; Tues- 
day, I went to hear Mr. preach; 
Wednesday, I dined at Mrs. Nelson’s, 
where a select number of serious 
friends were assembled to meet the 
Rev. Mr. H—; all Thursday I was 
occupied in endeavouring to procure 
subscribers’ to our Dorcas Society; 
and to-day I shall hardly have time 
to swallow my dinner, on my return 
home, before the arrival of a lady 
who has promised to go with me to 
hear a sermon for the benefit of our 
Sunday School.’ 

As Mrs. Hammond paused, I asked 
my friend, in a low voice, If it were 
possible to be religiously dissipated ? 
‘I fear it is possible, though not, I 
should hope, a very frequent case,’ he 
ebserved; then turning to the lady 
who had given birth to the supposition, 
he said, ‘ As your engagements are 
already so numerous, I fear your in- 
tended charity will come too late for 

oor Susan. Our Emma saw her on 
Wednesday; she was thenalmost inca- 
pable of receiving any nourishment ; 
and, I believe, that in a few days her 
sufferings and her wants will cease.’ 

If I mistake not, Mr Clifford de- 
signed to convey a practical reproof 
to this ‘ wandering star,’ and perhaps 
for a moment it was felt as such; but 
soon the salutary effects of her regret 
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evaporated in extravagant expressions 
of sorrow. ‘ Surely,’ she exclaimed, 
‘there never was so unfortunate a be- 
ing before. I would have made any 
sacrifices rather than have lost the 
opportunity of hearing the dying lan- 
guage of this poor but pious creature !’ 

hen addressing Emma, * How [ 
envy you, Miss Clifford! it must be 
a sweet satisfaction te reflect on the 
many hours which, for this year past, 
you have spent in reading to the aged 
sufferer. Molien my dear, you wilt 
write a short narrative of her; it 
would be a charming obituary: send 
it to me when it is drawn up, and I 
will get it published next month. 
Don’t you think it would be very in- 
teresting, Mrs. Clifford?’ she continu. 
ed, turning to her, before she had 
given Emma time to reply. 

Emma bit her lips to prevent a 
smile, though the mention of Susan’s 
name at other times might more ea- 
sily have drawn a tear to her eyes. 

Mrs. Clifford replied, ‘ Fo us, whe 
have so long witnessed her patient 
sufferings, every circumstance of Su- 
san’s death would be highly interest- 
ing: but I doubt whether it would be 
equally so to the public eye. I agree 
with you, however, in thinking that 
Emma has been highly privileged in 
reading to her from that sacred volume, 
which has furnished the comfort and 
support of along life. In witnessing 
the triumph of a faith like Susan’s, at 
onee so humble and sa strong, she has 
enjoyed an opportunity of instruction, 
which may never again occur, and 
which, I trust, she will not fail to im- 
prove.’ A tear, which involuntarily 
started in Emma’s eyes, seemed to 
promise that she would not. 

‘ Nor shall I forget, mamma,’ said 
Harriet, a sprightly girl, not twelve 

ears old, * how cheerful and thankful 
poor Susan _was the last time I went 
with you to see her. Don’t you re- 
collect, mamma, how she shook my 
hand when I toasted the bread, and 
put the spice and sugar in her water- 
gruel r’—Harriet would have gone on, 
but her mother prevented it, by saying, 
‘ Since you have so much to say about 
en Harriet, I must, in future, 


take Sophia or little Jane with me.’ 
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The clock row struck nine, and 
our morning visitor, starting from her 
seat, took a hasty leave, alleging, 
that she had a long way to walk, and 
must be there by ten o’clock ; for if 
she were not in time for the prayers, 
she should have to stand all sermon- 
time, as it would be impossible to ob- 
tain a seat afterwards. 

In the course of the day, our con- 
versation happening to turn on Mrs. 
Hammond: I asked my friend, If he 
knew to what ‘ petty persecution’ she 
alluded? ‘I fear,’ answered Mr. 
Clifford, ‘ that the persecutor is her 
husband; a prudent and domesticat- 
ed man; whose virtues should com- 
mand her esteem, and- whose kind 
forbearance entitles him to her grati- 
tude. But, unhappily for the honour 
of the Gospel she professes to em- 


brace, she regards his person with in-’ 


difference, and meets both commands 
and entreaties alike with contempt. 
By this unconciliatory behaviour in 
his wife, it is not likely that Mr. Ham- 
mond’s objections to the evangelical 
doctrines which she perverts, should 
be greatly diminished. The reverse, 
I fear, is daily the result of her un- 
amiable conduct. And this neglected 
husband, finding that the high-sound- 
ing profession of his lady is unaccom- 
panied by Christian meekness, and un- 
adorned byChristian virtues, is brought 
to conclude, that Christianity is but 
an empty name, and that her followers 
are fanatics and hypocrites.’ 
—_—E—_ 

Proposals for printing Bellamy’s Trans- 
lation of the Scriptures having been issued 
in this country, the following article will 
enable our readers to form some judgment 
of the merit of that work. 


Mr. Bellamy’s Translation of the 
Scriptures. 
(From the Christian Obsétver.) 

Havine lately seen the Prospectus 
of a new translation of the Bible, by 
Mr. Bellamy, I think it but an act of 
duty to the public to offer a few re- 
marks upon it. 

He begins his Address in the follow- 
ing words:—* It may be necessary to 
inform the public, that no translation 
has been made from the original He- 


brew since the 128th year of Christ. 
In the fourth century Jerome made 
his Latin version from this Greek 
translation, from which came the La- 
tin Vulgate; aud from the Latin Vul- 
gate all the European translations 
have been madt; thereby perpetuat- 
ing all the errors of the first transla- 
tors.” 

It would not be easy, I conceive, 
to point out, in the compass of a few 
lines, such 4 number of misrepresen- 
tations (to use no harsher word,) as 
are crowded into this short extract; 
in contradiction to which it is neces- 
sary to inform such of the readers of 
Mr. Bellamy’s Address as need infor- 
mation upon the subject— 

1. That after the 128th year of 
Christ, when the Greek version of 
Aquila (to which, I suppose, Mr. Bel- 
lamy alludes,) was completed, twe 
other translations from the original 
Hebrew were made in the course of 
the same century; namely, that of 
Theodotian, about A. D. 186; and 
that of Symmachus, A. D. 200. 

2. That Jerome did not make his 
Latin version from “ this”? Greek 
translation, (I suppose Mr. Bellamy 
means the translation of Aquila,) nor 
from any Greek translation, but from 
the original Hebrew. If Mr. Bellamy 
does not know this, or if he doubts it, 
let him examine the translation itself, 
or the author’s prefaces to the several 
books of the Old Testament, or his 
letters to his friends on the subject of 
his translation, or the letters of his 
friends to him, or the testimonies of 
many of the early fathers, particular- 
ly St. Augustine; all of which may 
be found in Jerome’s works. or in the 
preface to the Hexapla of Origen. 

3. That it is by no means clear that 
the Latin Vulgate came from Jerome’s 
trauslation; though it is probable that 
the modern Vulgate (so called in con- 
tradistinction to the ancient Vulgate, 
or the Ztalica, which appears to have 
been made from the Greek Septua- 

int version before Jerome’s time,) 

as been much indebted to the labours 
of that learned father. 

4. That all the European transla- 
tions have not been made from the 
Latin Vulgate. On the contrary, 
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(1) In the sixteenth century alone 
there were several Latin translations 
from the original Hebrew ; in parti- 
cular, that of Pagninus, afterwards 
adopted and improved by Montanus ; 
that of Munster; that of Leo Juda, 
(which commonly, I believe, goes by 
the name of Vaiablus;) that of Cas- 
taleo; that of Junius and Tremellius; 
and perhaps some others. 

(2) Unless L am very much mis- 
taken, Luther’s German translation 
was made from the Hebrew: indeed, 
his history leaves scarcely any room 
to doubt the fact. 

(3) Lt is particularly important, in 
reference to Mr. Bellamy’s assertion, 
to let it be understood that our present 
authorised version of the Bible, com- 
monly called King James’s Bible, was 
made neither from the Latin Vulgate, 
nor from any other translation, but 
from the original Hebrew itself. 

As this last point is of more imme- 
diate concern to us than any of the 
others, I shall not content myself with 
a bare mention of the fact, but shall 
establish it by some quotations from 
the Epistle Dedicatory to the King, 
and the Address to the Reader, pre- 
fixed by the learned translators to 
their work. I quote from the edition 
of 1634, in which the pages and pa- 
ragraphs are not numbered. 

** For when your highness had once, 
out of deep judgment, apprehended 
how convenient it was that out of the 
original sacred tongues, together with 
comparing of the labours, both in our 
own and other foreign languages, of 
many worthy men who went before 
us, there should be one more exact 
translation of the holy Scriptures into 
the English tongue, your majesty did 
never desist, &c. ...... And now, at 
last, by the mercy of God, and the 
continuance of our labours, it being 
brought into such a conclusion,” &c.— 
(Epist. Dedicat.) ‘In this confidence, 
and with this devotion did they” (the 
translators, speaking of themselves, ) 
“assemble together; not too many, 
lest one should trouble another; and 
yet many, lest many things haply 
might escape them. If you ask what 
they had before them, truly it was the 
Hebrew text of the Old Testament, 
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the Greek of the New. These are the 


two golden pipes, or rather conduits, 
where through the olive branches 
empty themselves into the gold ...... 
If truth be to be tried by these 
tongues, then whence shculd a trans- 
lation be made, but out of them? 
These tongues, therefore, the Scrip- 
tures we say in those tongues, we set 
before us to translate,” &c. (‘To the 
Reader. ) 

“ Truly, that we might not vary 
from the sense of that which we had 
translated before, if the word signified 
the same thing in both places, (for 
there be some words that be not of 
the same sense every where,) we were 
especially careful, and made a con- 
science, according to our duty. But 
that we should express the same no- 
tion in the same particular word; as, 
for example, if we translate the He- 
brew or Greek word once by purpose, 
never to call it intent, ..........ccecseeeees 
thus to mince the matter we thought 
to savour more of curiosity than wis- 
dom,” &c. Ibid. 

cones we, if we will! not be super- 
stitious, may use the same liberty in 
our English versions out of Hebrew 
and Greek.” bid. 

I entertain little doubt but that 
other evidence, in addition to that 
here brought forward, might be ad- 
duced in refutation of Mr. Bellamy’s 
assertions; and, perhaps, this may be 
done by some of your readers who 
have access to sources of information 
from which I am precluded. Enough, 
however, has, I think, been said to ex- 
cite more than a suspicion, that Mr. 
Bellamy is grievously deficient either 
in accuracy of knowledge or in fide- 
lity of representation qualities, nei- 
ther of which one should choose to 
dispense with in a translator of the 
Sacred Volume. 

It will, doubtless, excite surprise 
in the minds of many persons, as it 
did in my own, that an author should 
be found adventurous enough to bha- 
zard his reputation for learning or ho- 
nesty upon such assertions as those 
which have here been considered. 
For myself, however, I will readily 
confess, that my surprise, though not 
my indignation, ceased when I turned 
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to the other side of Mr. Bellamy’s 
Address, and read the specimens with 
which he has favoured us of what we 
are to expect from the labours of 
“twenty years devoted to this work.” 
As he “ pledges himself to bring full 
authority from the original,” for any 
variation he has made from the re- 
ceived translation, it would be prema- 
ture, and perhaps unfair, to pronounce 
upon the merits of any of the “ select- 
ed” emendations exhibited in the Pros- 
pectus, [am much inclined, however, 
to think, that neither your learned nor 
your unlearned readers will cherish 
any very sanguine hopes of improve- 
ment to our present authorised trans- 
jation from the critical labours of a 
gentleman who can seriously propose 
such alterations as the following :— 

Gen. vi, 6. “ Yet Jehovah was sa- 
tisfied that he had made man on the 
earth; though he idolized himself at 
his heart.” 

Ibid. ver. 14. “ Make for thee an 
ark of the wood of Gopher: apart- 
ments shalt thou make in the ark; 
there thou shalt expiate within and 
without, by atonement.” 

Gen. xxxvi. 3. “ Now Israel pre- 
ferred Joseph before any of his sons; 
for a successor of the eldership after 
him: and he made for him a vesture 
of supplication.” 

1 Sam. xvi. 23. “* Now it was when 
the spirit of God was upon Saul.” 

That our translation is susceptible 
of improvements in a considerable 
number of instances may safely, I 
think, be allowed, and can scarcely be 
denied. That “ a new translation 
is, therefore, absolutely necessary,” or 
“that our translators have erred re- 
specting things most essential,” (as 
Mr. Bellamy affirms in his Address,) 
is a position to which I, for one, am 
hy no means prepared to assent. But 
whatever may be wanting, or what- 
ver may still be effected towards the 
amelioration of the authorised ver- 
sion, L do not despair but that, even 
when Mr. Bellamy shall have brought 
his labours to a close, it will be as 
trne as [ believe it to have been when 
Selden made the observation, and as 
I believe it now to be, that “ the 
English translation of the Bible is the 
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best translation in the world, and ren- 


ders the sense of the original best.” 
H. G. 


Society (in England) for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts. 


The Annual Sermon was preached 
before the Society, by the Lord Bishop 
of Peterborough, on the 20th of Fe- 
bruary, at the Parish Church of St. 
Mary le Bow, from 1 Tim. ii. 4, 5, 6. 

The Annual Meeting took place in 
the Vestry-Room, after the Sermon; 
when the usual business was trans- 
acted. 


RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS,» 


The Benefactions, Subscriptions, 
Dividends, &c. of the year have pro- 
duced the sum of 4608/. 15s. 8d. and 
the Parliamentary Grant, in aid of 
the expenses of the Society in the 
North-American Colonies, has been 
8126/. 5s. amounting, together, to 
12,7352. Os. 8d. 

Of this amount, the sum ef 97347. 
6s. 1ld. has been expended in Sala- 
ries and Gratuities to Missionaries, 
Catechists,-and School-masters; and 
in Exhibitions to Scholars at the Col- 
lege in Nova-Scotia. 


MISSION ARIES. 
In Newfoundland, the Society has 


five Missionaries, at annual salaries of 
200/. each; and eleven School-mas- 
ters, at salaries amounting together 
to 160/. 

In Nova-Scotia—one Missionary at 
4001. sixteen at 200/, each, four sta- 
tions vacant, and one Assistant at 100/. 
with eighteen School-masters, whose 
salaries together amount to 275/. and 
five School-mistresses, whose stipends 
amount to 45/. 

In New Brunswick—eight Mission- 
aries at 200/. each, one station va- 
cant, and one Minister at 1007. with 
ten School-masters, whose salaries 
amount to 1301. and one vacancy ; 
with one School-mistress at 10/. per 
annum. 

In Cape-Breton—one Missionary at 
200/. per annum. 
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In Upper Canada, the Missionaries, 
&c. remain as last year. 
In Lower Canada—one Missionary 


at 215/. four at 200]. each, and one 
vacancy. 

On the Gold Coast, in Africa, the 
Rev. W. Phillip, Chaplain to the 
African Company, has a salary from 
the Society of 50/. as Missionary, 
Catechist, and School-master to the 
Negroes. 

In New South Wales, two School- 
masters have stipends of 101. each; 
and, in Norfolk Island, a School- 
master and a School-mistress have 
each 1Ol. per annum. 


From the Annual Abstract of Pro- 
ceedings we select some particulars :— 


ILLNESS OF THE BISHOP OF NOVA-SCOTIA. 


The severity of the climate had affected 
the Bishop of Nova-Scotia’s health to such 
a degree, that it was deemed absolutely 
necessary for his Lordship to leave the 
— during the winter months, in the 

ope that his native air would so far re- 
store his constitution that he might return 
to his Diocess in the spring. Previously 
to his embarkation for England, his Lord- 
ship had the satisfaction of meciing his 
Clergy ; when, with the utmost difficulty, 
he eee the offices of Visitation, 
Confirmation, and Ordination. 


STATE OF THE ACADEMY AND COLLEGE AT 
WINDSOR. 


Upon his Lordship’s recommendation, 
the Society have extended the number of 
exhibitions at the College of Windsor to 
six, and that at the Academy to eight. 
Great advantages have already been de- 
rived from the establishment of these 
Scholarships: both to the parents of the 
young men, who have thus been enabled 
to meet the expenses of education; and 
to the religious state of the country, in 
the supply of Cle n to the vacant 
Missions. This infant establishment has 
already sent forth three valuable young 
men, who are now discharging the im- 
portant duties of Christian Ministers ; 
and the Society look forward, with the 
utmost confidence, to the provision which 
has thus been made for a constant supply 
of able and learned Missionaries.’ 


PROGRESS OF THE MADHAS SISTEM. 


It is with singular pleasure and satisfac- 
tion, that the Society have heard of the 
complete success with which their exer- 
tions in the introduction of the Madras 
System of Education into the North-Ame- 
sican Colonies have been crowned. Mr. 


West’s character, skill, and diligence, 
have fully justified the high recommenda- 
tions which he brought with him; and 
the arrangement of his school, and the 
progress of his scholars, have already 
exceeded the expectations that were in- 
dulged. 

A very liberal subscription has been 
@aised, under the patronage of the Earl 
of Dalhousie and the two Houses of As- 
seinbly, amounting to more than 1000/. 
and a school-room of considerable dimen- 
sions was immediately begun. Great pro- 
gress has been made in.the works; and 
expectations were formed that it might 
be opened early in January, 1818. Be- 
tween two and three hundred scholars at- 
tended regularly. 

It has been deemed expedient to extend 
the instruction given, to Grammar, Geo- 
graphy, and French; as children of the 

rst respectability, whose parents were 
desirous of benefitting by the establish- 
ment, frequently applied for admission 
undera moderate charge. This extension 
of the branches of education has not been 
found to interfere with the principal ob- 
ject of the Institution, the gratuitous edu- 
cation of the lower orders. 

Schools upon the national system have 
been formed at Bishzouche, Kitchibig- 
walk, Aylesford, Wilmot, and Annapolis; 
and the several masters have received 
their proper instructions from Mr. West. 

To render the measure, which has been 
adopted with so much success, completely 
effectual, the Socicty have agreed to allow 
a salary of 50/. for a School-mistress, that 
the female part of the population might 
derive the same benefits that had already 
been bestowed on the male. Under this 
encouragement, the Committee at Halifax 
have placed a highly respectable woman, 
Mrs. Allan,’ and her daughter, under the 
tuition of Mr. West; and it is expected 
that the Female School will open in Fe- 
bruary, 118. 

The Society, in thus fostering with a 
liberal hand the laudable exertions of the 
people at Halifax, in establishing a Na- 
tional School for the education of the chil- 
dren of the lower orders of both sexes, 
have not only had in view the great advant- 
ages which will be derived to the younger 
part of the population of that town, but 
have been prompted to the measure in 
the hope of introducing the system to the 
whole province in the most favourable 
colours, by securing to the infant esta- 
blishment the zeal and abilities of one 
of the most promising masters that the 
Parent School of Baldwyn’s Gardens has 
ever sent forth. Atthe same time, the 
are not insensible to the protection whic 
the National School has enjoyed from the 
most distinguished characters at Halifax. 
His Excellency the Governor, at the re- 
quest of his Grace the President of the 
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Society, has merited the thanks of every 
well-wisher to the religious establishments 
of his country, by the warm patronage 
and liberal support which his Lordship 
has repeatedly manifested towards the 
Institution. The Bishop of the Diocess, 
under the heavy calamity of a long and 
painful illness, Be cherished it with all 
the influence of his venerable name; and 
the Ecclesiastical Commissary has spared 
no time cr labour to impress the people 
with a sense of its importance, tc excite 
the warmest interest jor its welfare among 
people of all ranks, and to watch over its 
progress with unceasing activity. 

The manifest superiority of the National 
System of Education, as exhibited at Ha- 
lifax, under the instructions of Mr. West, 
had created such a sensation throughout 
the two Provinces of Nova-Scotia and 
New-Brunswick, that applications had 
been transmitted to the Committee from 
all quarters, for permission to send the 
several School-masters to Halifax to ac- 
_— a sufficient knowledge of the plan, 
or the introduction of it into their respec- 
tive Schools. 

It appeared to be peculiarly desirable 
to form a similar establishment at St. 
John’s, New-Brunswick; and the Rev. 
George Pidgeon, Missionary at that place, 
informs the Society, that, under the pa- 
tronage of his Excellency the Governor, 
great exertions have been made, and con- 
siderable subscriptions have been raised, 
for the erection of a School-house, and 


’ the support of a School-master of ade- 


quate abilities, to form a Central Institu- 
tion for the example of the surrounding 
districts. The Society view with satis- 
faction the rapid progress of this power- 
ful instrument for the religious education 
of the lower orders; and have not hesi- 
tated to encourage the undertaking, by an 
adequate supply of books, and by an en- 
gagement to allow a moderate salary to 
the School-master. 


MOHAWE INDIANS. 


Upon the application of the Rev. George 
Stewart, Missionary at Kingston, he has 
been furnished with a considerable supply 
of Indian Prayer Books, for the use of the 
Mohawks. A version of the Gospel of 
St. Mark into that lan has been for 
many years bound up together with the 
Common Prayer; and expectations have 
been raised that the remaining Gospels 
will shortly be translated. The Society 
have warmly expressed their readiness to 
encourage so laudable an undertaking ; 
and they entertain great hopes that no 
impediments will be allowed. to interfere 
with the prosecution of this important 
object. The congregation at Kingston 
continues to increase. The Reader and 
Catechist to the Indians do their duty to 
his satisfaction. 


On the Intermediate State. 169 


NEW CHURCHES. 

The principle on which the Society 
tenders its aid is expressed in the fol- 
lowing extract :— 

At Cumberland, Parrsborough, «nd 
Sackville, New-Brunswick, there appears 
to be every disposition among the peo- 
ple to exert themselves in erecting new 
Churches, or in repairing old ones; pro- 
vided they were encouraged in the hope 
that their wishes would be attended to. 
The Society willingly lend themselves to 
these pleasing expectations; and have 
given the strongest assurances, that they 
will meet the proposals from every part 
of the country, with a disposition to fur- 
nish the people with Missionaries: but it 
is expected, that some proof of their de- 
sire for ee instruction should be 
manifested, by their readiness to coutri- 
bute in some measure towards the ac- 
commodation and maintenance of their 
Minister. 


a 
COMMUNICATION. 
For the Christian Journal. 


Nomerovs as are the passages of 
Holy Writ, which have been bronght 
to prove the doctrine of the interme- 
diate state of the soul, and of an ap- 
propriate region, there are a few 
which seem to have escaped notice. 
In several authors who have been re- 
ferred to, no mention is found of the 
following texts. 

In Ps. Ixiii. 9, 10. David thus speaks 
of the death of his eneinies, they “shall 
go into the lower parts of the earth; 
they shall be a portion for foxes.” If 
the slaughtered bodies were a portion 
for beasts of prey, it is clear that the 
“ going into the lower parts of the 
earth” cannot allude to burial, as 
Bishop Pearson seems to intimate. 
The meaning of the passage seems 
clearly to be, that when the souls of 
his enemies went to hell, (hades,) 
their bodies should lie unburied, and 
be a prey to carnivorous beasis. This 
Psalm, according to the note at the 
beginning, was composed by David 
when in the wilderness pursued by 

Saul; and the 2d verse shows evi- 
dently that he was debarred the pri- 
vileges of the sanctuary. © But from 
his known fidelity to that king, we 
cannot suppose that he and his soldiers 
were the enemies alluded te. It is 
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more probable that certain heathen, 
mentioned 1 Sam. xxvii. 8. xxx. 8. 
were the enemies who were to be 
slain; and the manner in which their 
slaughter is related, makes it highly 
probable that they were left unburied. 
Kf our Seviour was tle David of the 
Psalm, we must carry our inquiries 
forward to that period when his arm 
is to awake and be revenged on the 
enemies who now are unmolested. 
Such a fulfilment of the Psalm may 
be alluded to. in Rev. xix. 17. xviii. 21. 
‘There can be no doubt that the above 
passage from the. Psalms alludes to 
the region in which the soul remains 
during its disembodied existence. 

Another confirmation of the above 
doctrine may be drawn from the words 
of Samuel when raised to speak with 
Saul, “ To-morrow shalt thou and thy 
sons be with me.” ‘The soul of Sa- 
muel, it is presumed, and not his body, 
was allowed to return to the earth. 
Whenever bodies were raised, the 
persons had again to undergo death. 
Such resuscitation followed the com- 
mand of those only who had the power 
of working miracles ; and was widely 
different from the pretensions of ne- 
cromaneers. The spirit of Samuel 
doubtless was asked for by the king ; 
it was doubtless his spirit that was 
sent by the Deity. Where then were 
Saul and his sons to meet Samuel? 
in the place, of course, where spirits 
meet. In the grave there is no such 
society. But in hell, (hades,) there 
is an intercourse between souls, even 
between righteous and wicked souls ; 
as we learn from tle parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus. In hell, 
(hades,) therefore, Saul and his sons 
were to be with Samuel. 

The text in Philippians ii. 10. 
though applied to this doctrine by the 
commentators, has not been arranged 
among its proofs by those who treat 
of that subject distinctly. Every knee 
is to bow to the name of Jesus, “ of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth.” ‘The 
word things is not in the original; 
the word supplied in the translation, 
should have been creatures or beings. 
The creatures in heaven are angels ; 
those on earth, righteous men; but 


who are the creatures under the 
earth ?—not the fallen angels or de- 
vils, surely ; for bowing the knee is 
an act of adoration, not of forced sub- 
mission. Besides, this bowing the 
knee is to be accompanied with a con- 
fession “ that Jesus Christ is Lord ;” 
which cannot be true of devils. What- 
ever submission to Christ he exacted of 
the rebel angels, it would not be ex- 
pressed in the same terms as the hom- 
age of angels and saints. We are se- 
cure, therefore, in the interpretation, 
that the things, (or creatures,) under 
the earth are none other than the 
disembodied souls of the righteous. 
These may have done homage to Je- 
sus when he “ preached to the spirits 
in prison;” and they will certainly do 
homage to him when they “ meet their 
Lord in the air,” and when they stand 
in the Divine presence in heaven, sing- 
ing praise “ to him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever.” 

A fourth text not ordinarily applied 
to our doctrine, is that in 1 Tim. iii. 
16. “seen of angels.” ‘The apostle 
enumerates a succession of niysteries, 
or wonderful events, which collec 
tively he terms the “ mystery of god- 
liness.” The first is, “ God was ma- 
nifest in the flesh; which is undoubt- 
‘edly a mystery. The next wonder— 
this incarnate Person “ was justified 
in (or through) the Spirit,” which is 
interpreted either of the miracles 
wrought for his religion, or of his re- 
surrection, both of which are clearly 
mysteries, 1 Cor. xv. 51. Rom. i. 4. 
After these follow the words “ seen 
of angels,” which we shall notice pre- 
sently; then it is said that Christ was 
* preached unto the Gentiles,” a part 
of the Christian dispensation which is 
always called a mystery or secret, 
Col. 1. 27. and in this mystery the be- 
ing “ believed on in the world” is, of 
course, included. Last in the enume- 
ration, is “ received up into glory ;” 
that is, Jesus in human nature was 
exalted to the right hand of God, 
which was a mystery or wonder in 
itself, and is connected with the mys- 
tery of redemption. Every particular 
of the enumeration, then, is a mys- 
tery, except the being “ seen of an- 
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gels.” In what sense can it be mys- 
terious that angels should see Christ? 
They have seen men, perhaps they 
continually see them; they often saw 
the Redeemer, it is therefore the law 
of their nature to take visual cogni- 
zance of human beings; and whatever 
is a Zaw of nature cannot be called a 
wystery. ‘The literal interpretation, 
therefore, of the word “ angels” seems 
to be inconsistent with the proper sig- 
nificancy of the word mystery.” 
Among the figurative applications of 
the term angel, none seems proper 
but that by which it is made to express 
the unearthly state of men. Our Sa- 
viour says that the just are to be “ as 
the angels” in the resurrection; with, 
probably, the same meaning he speaks 
of the angels of children; and when 
the disciples heard the voice of Peter, 
after he was supposed to be dead, 
they attributed it to his angel or spirit. 
By thus interpreting the words in 
question, we shall find them express a 
mysterious event. Christ was “ seen 
of departed spirits,”? when he descend- 
ed into hell, (hades,) and preached to 
the spirits there in prison, (or secure 
keeping.) ‘This, being both a won- 
derful and a hidden transaction, may, 
with strict propriety, be called a mys- 
tery. And while this interpretation 
has the advantage of giving consis- 
tency to the words of St. Paul, it adds 
the verse in question to the many 
other proofs of an intermediate state. 
Is it not probabie that Job alludes 

to the hidden region within the earth, 
when he says, * Naked came [ out of 
my mother’s womb, and naked shall 
I return thither?” (i. 21.) He cer- 
tainly does not return to the literal 
place spoken of. It may be asked, 
however, whether the body or the 
soul is meant as thus returning? The 
body came originally froin the dust, 
and returns thither again; but, thus 
applied, the words would express, that 
his losses reached no further than his 
bodily sensibilities. If the soul be al- 
juded to, it is implied that it is formed 
within the earth, before its union with 
the body, as well as that it returns 
thither after its disunion from it. On 
this point no opinion will be offered. 
Reference may be had, however, to 
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Ps. cxxxix. 15. and perhaps to Eccles. 
xi. 5. 

The last passage to be now men- 
tioned is not so clear in its application 
to the doctrine as some of the former, 
and many, perhaps, will think it whol- 
ly irrelevant :-—* The voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth unto me from 
the ground,” said the Deity to Cain. 
The expression is figurative in what- 
ever way interpreted. According to 
the current opinion, the blood is per- 
sonified, and represented as speaking. 
May we not, however, assign a differ- 
ent figure? may not the blood be an- 
other name for the soul? (See Lev. 
xvil. L1O—-14.) and may not the soul 
of Abel have appealed to God from 
the ground, the lower parts of the 
earth, or hell, (hades?) ‘The souls 
of murdered saints thus appeal to the 
Almighty in the book of Revelation, 
(vi. 9, 10.); and there is great pro- 
priety in thus allowing murdered per- 
sons a Claim for justice while their 
souls are in the intermediate state, 
the only claim they can have during 
the lives of their murderers. If such 
were the meaning of the words of the 
Deity, how greatly it must have added 
to the terrors of Cain, to be thus 
plainly informed of the continuance 
of life after apparent death ! 

Let it not be forgotten that the 
above doctrine is founded on passages 
of much greater clearness than those 
now addnced. These latter may be 
set aside from the argument, and the 
intermediate state of the soul will yet 
remain a Scriptural doctrine. They 
seem entitled, however, to be received 
as additional proofs of that comforting 
article of our faith. 

O. 
See Sees . 


Practical Notes on Exodus ix. x. 


_ Extracted from D'Orry’s and Mant’s 
Family Bible, the first and second Num- 
bers of which are now ready for delivery 
by 1. & J. Swonns. The notes between 
brackets are added to the American Edi. 
tion. 


12. And the Lord hardened] Now 
“ the Lord,” for the first time, “ hard- 
ened the heart of Pharach,” after he 
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had so repeatedly hardened it himself, 
*¢ and he hearkened not unto them, as 
the Lord had foretold unto Moses.” 
Though Pharaoh probably felt the 
scourge of the “ boil,” as well as his 
- le, it did not soften nor humble 
is heart And when he wilfully and 
obstinately turned away from the light, 
and shut his eyes against the luminous 
evidences vouchsated to him of the 
supremacy of the Gop or tHe He- 
Brews, and had twice broken his pro- 
mise, when he was indulged with a 
respite, and dealt deceitfully, he be- 
came a just object of punishment ; 
and God now began to increase the 
hardness or obduracy of his heart. 
And such is the usual and the right- 
eous course of his providence ; when 
nations or individuals despise the 
warnings of heaven, abuse their best 
gifts, and resist the means of grace, 
“God then delivers them over to a 
reprobate or undescerning mind, to 
work all uncleanness with greediness.” 
Rom. i. 28. Ephes. iv. 19. Dr. Hales. 

Even now God did not infuse into 
Pharaohi’s heart any bad qualities, or 
ungodly resolutions; but only he did 
mot vouchsafe to him those convictions 
which might have softened him; “ and 
he gave him up to his owmheart’s lust;” 
and likewise ordered things so to fall 
out, that he became more and more 
obdurate. Bp. Patrick. 

[The Divine dispensations may be 
said to have been the accidental (not 
direct,) occasions of Pharaoh’s hard- 
ness. And it is a very common case, 
that the methods which God uses to 
bring sinners to repentance, are per- 
verted by them to a quite contrary 
end, and leave them more incorrigible 
than they foundthem. Ifhe te rs 
them, they think he is pleased; if he 
casts them down, po raises me 

in, they hope he is reconciled, 

p wand they rom reformed. The 
constancy of his application to them 
s into customary form, and they 
grow just like that perverse kirid of 
people, who, the more they are court- 
ed and entreated to do a thing which 
is plainly for their own good, the more 
resolutely they set themselves against 
it.—The methods which God takes to 
soften and bend sinners, may end in 
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their greater hardness and stubborn- 
ness; and since this werst effect will 
too often result frem the best designs, 
God may be said to harden them; but 
cannot, without the greatest injustice, 
be said to be the author of thieir sins. 
His dealings with them, whether he 
spare or punish them, have all one 
voice, and call out to them, as they 
did here, to turn from the error of 
their ways, to cease to do evil, and 
learn to do well. But if that which 
should have been for their salvation 
proves the cause of their destruction, 
the fault cannot be in good means, 
but only in the g#buse of them. Aead- 
ing. 
15. — that I may smite thee, &c.]} 
I will smite thy people with that pes- 
tilential disease, which shall take off 
all the firstborn of the Egyptians; and 
thou thyself shalt be cut off, by being 
drowned in the Red Sea. Dr. Wells. 
The following plagues were for- 
mally announced to Pharaoh and his 
people: “ I will at this season send 
all my plagues upon thine heart, and 
upon thy servants, and upon thy poe- 
ple, that thou mayest know that thore 
is none like me in all the earth. For 
now I could stretch out my hand, and 
smite thee and thy people with pesti- 
lence,” or destroy thee at once, like 
thy cattle, with the murrain, “ and 
thou shouldest be cut off from the 
earth; but in truth, for this cause have 
I sustained thee, that I might mani- 
fest in thee my power, and that my 
name might be declared throughout 
the whole earth.” This rendering of 
the passage is more conformable to 
the context, to the Chaldee para- 
phrase, and to the foregoing observa- 
tion of Philo, alluding thereto, than 
the received translation: “ For now 
I will stretch out my hand, that I may 
smite thee and thy people with pesti- 
lence.” For surely Pharaoh and his 
ople were not smitten with pesti- 
ence; and “ they were preserved,” 
or kept from immediate destruction, 


according to the Septuagint; “ to ma- 
nifest the divine power,” by the num- 
ber and variety of 
Hales. 

16. — for this cause have I raised 
thee up,] In the Hebrew the words 


their plagues. Dr. 
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are, “ I have made thee stand;” that 
is, “ I have preserved thee alive, when 
the pestilence would have cut thee 
off, as the murrain did thy cattle, that 
1 might destroy thee in a more re- 
markable manner ” “ I have raised 
thee” from the foregoing sickness ; 
that is, spared thee in the midst of the 
most malignant ulcers. Bp. Patrick. 

I have made thee to stand, preserv- 
ing thee, and suspending to punish 
thee, when I sent all my other plagues, 
that I might show my power more il- 
justriously in thee. Dean Tucker. 

The Greek translates the place very 
justly, “ For this cause thou hast been 
preserved :” and most of the versions 
express the true meaning of the pas- 
sage better than our English transla- 
tion. The reason of the words, and 
the true meaning of them, is this: 
Moses had wrought several miracles 
before Pharaoh without effect. Here- 
upon he delivers him a severer mes- 
sage, threatening that God would send 
all his plagues upen his heart, &c. to 
smite him with pestilence, and to cut 
him off from the earth: and, “indeed,” 
continues he, speaking still in the name 
ef God, “ for this cause have J pre- 
served thee hitherto, to show in thee 
my power:” that is, L had cut thee off 
sooner for thy obstinacy, but that I 
intended to make my power over thee 
more conspicuous. So that the words 
signify, that Pharaoh was hitherto. 
preserved by the forbearance of God, 
to be a more remarkable example; 
not that he was born to be brought to 
ruin. Shuckford. 

We see, then, that when God says, 
he raised up Pharaoh for this cause, 
that he might magnify his power and 
glory in his punishment, he dves not 
mean that he made him either a man 
or a king with such a view; but that 
he preserved him from the fatal stroke 
of former visitations, that he did not 
expire under them, but his life was 
prolonged for further trials and exer- 
cises of the same kind. And this sort 
of dealing is very consistent with all 
the parts of the Divine character. It 
ete to the patience and long- 
suffering of God, that he should re- 
prieve sinners from death, and not 


presently make a full end of them, 
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but give them repeated calls, and 
large time and space for repentance. 
It is agreeable to his mercy, that cor- 
rection should be given them, in order 
to prevent their final perdition; and 
that others should be warned by their 
sufferings to take heed that they pro- 
voke not God by the like sins. It is 
agreeable to the justice of God, some- 
times to make an example of a sinner, 
that the world may see his hand in 
the government of it, and that no one 
may premise himself impunity in the 
commission of sin. Lastly, it is agree- 
able to his holiness, for he hereby de- 
clares, that he “ is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity” without disappro- 
bation and abhorrence. Reading. 

34. And when Pharaoh saw, &c. | 
The effect on Pharaoh was exactly 
what Moses foretold, ver. 30. Instead 
of being melted into consideration and 
gratitude, he forgot his solemn pro- . 
mise, made a jest of his faith and ho- 
nour, set God at defiance, and refused 
to let the Israelites go. Pyle. 

[Let us beware of this spirit of Pha- 
raoh; for it is no new thing, evon 
after the greatest deliverances from 
death, sickness, or other extraordinary 
mercies, to see men sin yet more, to 
harden their hearts after the most so- 
jenn professions of repeniance, and 
grow worse and more wieked than ever. 
It is, indeed, neither punishments nor 
mercies, but the Divine grace alone, 
can muke in us penitent and obedient 
hearts. Without this, our very es. - 
capes and deliverances will ve 
greater judgments than the affliction 
we suffered. ‘True repentance, there- 
fore, prays not against sufferings, but 
against sin; nor desires, or even wishes 
the rod to be removed, till it has con- 
quered the stubbornness of the heart, 
and made us hate, as well as smart, 
for our offences against God. Wo- 
gan.} 

—— he sinned yet more, and hard- 
ened his heart,] He stifled the dic- 
tates of conscience, and acted against 
conviction. Bryant. 

In this instance there is a remarka- 
ble suspension of the judicial infatua- 
tion. Pharaoh had humbled himself, 
asd acknowledged _lis own and his 


people’s guilt, and the justice of the 
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Divine plague. The Lord, therefore, 
forbore this time to harden his heart. 
But he abused the long-sufferance of 
Giod, and this additional respite: “ he 
simed yet more,” because he now 
sinned wilfully; after he had received 
information of the truth, he relapsed, 
and hardened his own heart, a seventh 
time. He became, therefore, “ a ves- 
sel of wrath, fitted for destruction.” 
Heb. x. 26. Rom. ix. 12. Dr. Hales. 

Moses had performed in the pre- 
sence of Pharaoh such miraculous 
works, as would probably have had 
an effect on any other person. But, 
because he saw some of the miracles 
imitated by the magicians; because 
the plagues came gradually upon him, 
and by the intercession of Moses were 
constantly removed; he thence took 
occasion, instead of being softened by 
this alternative of mercy and judg- 
ment, to become more sullen and ob- 
durate. “ When Pharaoh saw that 
the rain, and the hail, and the thun- 
ders were ceased, he sinned yet more, 
and hardened his heart.” The mercy 
of God, which should have led him to 
repentance, had a contrary effect upon 
hun, and made him more obstinate. 
For an hardened heart is neither cut 
by compunction, nor sottened by any 
sense of piety. It is neither moved 
by entreaties, nor yields to threaten- 
ings, nor feels the smart of scourges. 
It is ungrateful to benefactors, treach- 
erous to counsels, sullen under judg- 
ments, fearless in dangers, forgetful 
of things past, negligent of things pre- 
gent, and improvident for the futare. 
All these bad qualities seem to have 
concentered in Pharaoh. It was, 
therefore, entirely agreeable to the 
rules of Divine justice, when nothing 
would reclaim this wicked king, when 
even that which wrought upon the 
magicians, the ministers of Satan, 
made no impression on him, to let his 
crime become his pnnishnient, and to 
leave him to eat the bitter fruit of lis 
own ways, and to be filled with his 
own devices. Siackhouse. 

The case of the hard-hearted Pha- 
raoh may be made a ground of admo- 
nition to ourselves. We have had 
more messengers from God, more 
summonses to do many parts of his 


will, than were ever sent to this kine 
and iis people. We have, with them, 
refused to be obedient to the heavenly 
call, and thereby rendered ourselves 
obnoxious to the Divine judgments, 
under several of which we have smart- 
ed. Like them too, instead of being 
awakened to a sense of our disobedi- 
ente, we have grown harder and more 
insensate under the rod. We have 
seen many examples of God’s wrath 
upon sinners, and hghtly passed them 
over, without being led by them to 
consider our own demerits. 

How long shall we see this face of 
things, and hear the warnings of God 
to reform our lives, and to prevent 
the worse effects of his displeasure, 
and still continue in a state of stupid 
insensibility, as if we were in no dan- 
ger? Shall we pass the time of our 
mortal lives, as if we were not ac- 
countable to God for what we are 
here doing? He hath “ raised us up 
for this very purpose,” that we should 
be for ever happy in our observance, 
or miserable in our contempt of his 
holy word. And either his mercy 
shall be glorified in our salvation, or 
his justice in our punishment. Such 
are God’s thoughts and resolutions to- 
wards us: if we have no thoughts of our 
duty to him, and of the end for which 
he hath sent us into the world, it is be- 
cause we are hardened and infatuated 
by the deceitiulness of sin. Reading. 

{Let us see the rod and him who 
hath appointed it. Let us hear him 
upbraiding us with our lukewarmness 
and forgetfulness of him. Let us see 
him exhibiting against us a long cata- 
logue of the omissions of good duties, 
which we had opportunities and en- 
couragements to perform, but turned 
our backs upon them; together with 
the manifold trespasses and violations 
of his laws, for which our consciences 
have testified against us. Let us hum- 
ble ourselves, and fall down, and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker, beseech- 
ing him that this heavy account, which 
stands against us, niay never be brouglhit 
into judgment, but be nailed to the 
cross, and buried in the grave of his 
blessed Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
who died for our sins, and rose again 
for our justification. Reading} 
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Chap. x. 1. — for I have harden- 
ed, &c.] The particle translated 
“ for” admits of the sense “ although.” 
Then the meaning becomes clear: 
“ Although L[ have hardened his heart” 
yet let not that hinder thy going to 
him, but still importune him: because 
I intend to take occasion from his re- 
fusing to obey me, to work greater 
signs and wonders for your benefit, 
(ver. 2.) and for his ruin. Bp. Fa- 
trick. 

{Ged is the Author and Giver of all 
good gifts, and may punish us with the 
loss of inward as well as outward 
blessings, whenever we abuse them. 
In this sense it is, that the Scripture 
says of wicked men in general, God 
hath stopped their ears, blinded their 
eyes, hardened their hearts, lest they 
should see, and hear, and understand, 
so as to be converted and healed. 
What can sound more like a Divine 
decree, to hinder men’s salvation? 
And yet it is certain, from the very 
nature of God, and from abundant 
passages of his word, that he never 
willeth the death of a sinner, but 
would have all men repent and be 
saved. But, as 1 said before, he de- 
prives the unthankful and unholy of 
inward as well as outward blessings, 
and punishes them with spiritual as 
well as corporal infirmities. Accord- 
ing to the saying of our Lord, that he 
who uses his talents, shall find them 
improve and grow upon his hands; 

while he who neglects them, loses 
them, and brings them to nothing. 
By such abuses of their talents, Pha- 
raoh, and others like him, are said to 
harden their own hearts, and that in 
the most direct and proper sense of 
hardening. For we see habitual sin- 
ners, in a thousand instances, after all 
that God and man can do for them, 

or against them, after all the methods 

of mercy and judgment, are as far 
from reforming their lives as is the 

Ethiopian from changing his skin, or 

the leopard his spots. And yet they 

have their lucid intervals; they will 
pray, will lament, will confess their 

demerits sometimes, as Pharaoh did, 

the Lord is righteous, and I and my 

people are wicked. Entreat for me 
this once. By which they do not in- 























































Poetical Extracts. 175 


tend, any more than he did, to come 
generously and freely to the obedience 
of the Divine will; but only to pro- 
cure some present remission of their 
sufferings.—God’s dealings with Pha- 
raoh were very proper to mollify him, 
and bring him to a compliance; but 
meeting with such a heart as his, they 
happened to have a contrary effect 
upon him. Every judgment, and 
every deliverance from it, would have 
led an ingenuous rind to see the 
wrath of God for disobedience, and 
his clemency upon promise of amend- 
ment. But this heart was so proud 
and audacious as to contend with the 
Almighty; it was exasperated with 
severity, aud conceived vain hopes, 
upon the removal of a judgment, that 
the hand of God was tired, and would 
yield to the obstinacy of man. With 
respect to this perverse temper, it was 
that God says, I have hardened Pha- 
raoh’s heart; meaning, by his deal- 
ings with him, which were intended 
to correct and amend him, but by his 
misapplication of them, they still left 
him more incorrigible, and finally end- 
ed in his utter destruction. Reading.} 


Poetical Extracts. 


** Prove there’s a God! the frantic atheist cries; 
And his heart trembles while his lip denies. 
Fool! in thine own conceit so subtle, prove, 
First, that you live, and breathe, and speak, and move! 
Is’t not enough we find within our wil 
A void no being, save a God, can fill; 
And while seme partial lights lume the soul, 
She pants insatiate for the brighter whale? 
Is’t not enough a world without we find, 
Which heavenly skill alone could bave design’d ; 
And hear great Nature’s universal cry - 
Proclaim her source to be Divinity?” 


“ It little matters what from Eden hurl'd-+ 
Fignre, or fact ; an apple, or a world. 
With signs and symbols others may be smitten, 
l always read my Bible as tis written: 
A golden rule trom heresy to ‘scape, 
When some woukl prove the serpent was an ape. 
Fiough for knowtedge is in this convey’d, 
That God created, and man disobey’d. 


“Ts there no hope? ean nothing then regain 
Our former innocence, nor cleanse our stain ? 
Has the one taste of that forbidden tree 
Lost all that are, and have been, and shall be 
Useless the piety whose hand adorns 
With costly wreaths the gilded altar’s borns; 
Vain the rich pomp of sacrificial show, 

Vain all the blood which ean from heifers flow ; 
From purer springs the saving virtue glides, 
And God atonement from himself provides ; 
His one oblation all our loss supplies, 

The cross our altar, Christ our sacrifice! 
Bred in this faith, Oh, let it guard me still, 
Wateh o’er my, heart, and regulate my will! - 
Keep me alike from either false extreme, 
The skeptie’s torpor, or the zealot’s dream ! 
Let not my stubborn. pride refuse to bend 
To truths I was not meant to comprehend 
Nor let the Reason, form’d to be my gus 
Te het-brain’d fancies e’er be misapp 





_ 


i uc ee ee 


PARTE 




















Pee eg ae 


























em ee 








176 _ Miscellaneous. [No. 11. 


OBITUARY. 

Dizp at the Pine Plains, on the 20th 
September, 1817, after a short but painful 
illness, Mrs. Mary Bostwick, wife of Mr. 
R. W.. Bostwick, ‘(of the firm of Fyler 
Dibblee & Co. merchants,) in the 23d 
year of her age. 

The task of announcing the death of 
Mrs. Bostwick is in a high degree pain- 
ful; for in it every circumstance conspires 
to excite the finest feelings of the human 
heart. 

To those who are acquainted with Mrs. 
Bostwick’s life and character, that life 
and character are her best encomiums. 
She possessed a mind highly cultivated, 
manners easy and graceful; and these, 
with a piety uniform and cheerful, secured 
to her the esteem of all who knew her; 
while they promised to her near relatives 
and friends, and especially to her affec- 
tionate husband, years of refined friend- 
ship, and the sublimest earthly joys. But, 
alas! death has disappointed the fondest 
hopes, and hath left them but the recol- 
lection of her accomplishments and her 
virtues, the patience and resignation of 
her sickness and death, and her assur- 
ange of a blessed immortality, to console 
them. 

Blessed shade, farewell; we will revere 
thy name, and imitate thy virtues. 


}——__——_______} 


The Rev. Partanpern Caase has been 
elected Bishop of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the State of Ohio; and ap- 
plications are making to the various Stand- 
ing Committees for the requisite testimo- 
nials in order to his consecratien. 


EE 


LAWE PUBLICATIONS IN BNGLAND. 

The Protestant’s Catechism, on the Ori- 
gin of Popery, and on the Grounds of the 
Roman Catholic Claims; to which are pre- 
fixed, the Opinions of Milton, Locke, Hoad- 
ley, Blackstone, and Burke. By the Bishop 
ef St. David’s. 

The Testimony of Natural Theology to 
Christianity. By Thomas Gisbone, M. A. 

The Doctrine of the Church of England, 
upon the Efficacy of Baptism, vindicated 
from Misrepresentation. Part II. By Ri- 
ehard Laurence, LL. D. Regius Professor 
ef Hebrew, and Canon of Christ Church, &e. 

The Connexion of natural and revealed 
Theology: being an Attempt to illustrate 
the Evidences and Doctrines of Christiani- 
ty by their Relation to the Inductive Phi- 
Josophy of the human Mind. With Notes 
and Authorities collected from the most 
ancient and modern Writers. By Edward 
William Grinfield, M.A. Minister of Laura 
Chapel, Bath. 

An Essay on the Wisdom of God. By 
the Rev. Daniel Tyerman. 

The Necessity of maintaining Scripture 
Doctrine, and endeavouring by every Means 





to promote Peace and Union in the Church 
of Christ, considered in two Act Sermons, 
preached before the University, in the Cha- 
pel of Trinity College, Dublin, on Sunday 
the 25th of January, and Sunday the Ist 
of February, 1818, for the Degrees of B. D. 
and D.D. By the Rev. Hans Hamilton, D.D. 
Rector and Vicar of Knocktopher and Kil- 
magany, in the Diocess of Ossory. 

An Essay on Schism: to which was ad- 
judged a Premium by the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, and Church 
Union, in the Diocess of St. David’s, in 
the Year 1817. By the Rev. John Morres, 
M. A. Rector of Nether Braughton, Lei- 
cestershire. 

On the Nature, Progress, and Conse- 
quences of Schism; with immediate Re- 
ferences to the present State of religious 
Affairs in this Country. By the Rev. 
Charles Daubeny, Archdeacon of Sarum. 


= 
BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. 
Crerexmen of the Protestant Episco- 





_pal Church, the Managers of Bible and 


Common Prayer Book Societies, and all 
c.her persons who associate for the pur- 
pose of distributing, gratuitously, the 
Book of Common Prayer, are respect- 
fully informed, that large quantities of this 
manual are now on hand, and will always 
be kept for their accommodation, at the 
Brae anp Common Prayer Boox Depro- 
strory, No. 160 Pearl-street, New-York. 
The book is printed uniformly with those 
heretofore issued from the same place, 
and will be afforded to Societies, Associ- 
ations, Clergymen, and other benevolent 
individuals who purchase for gratuitous 
distribution, at THIRTY CENTS EACH. 

The public can be supplied with Prayer 
Books at thirty-seven and a half cents per 
copy; and booksellers and others purchas- 
ing quantities, will be furnished, either 
bound or in sheets, at a remarkably re- 
duced price. T. & J. SWORDS. 


ERRATA. 

In the last Number of the Christian* 
Journal, first page, line 12, for “ de- 
nounces” read denounce; line 30, for 
“‘ Cunisostom” read Curyrsostom. 

The account of the ordination held at 
Stamford, Connecticut, by Bishop Hobart, 
inserted in the last number of this Journal, 
was taken from’ one of the newspapers 
of this city, and credit ought to have 
been given for the same. This explana- 
tion seems to be necessary to do away the 
idea of its being an original article. 








Printed and published by 7. & J. Swords, 
No. 160 Pearl-street, New-York; where 
Subscriptions for this Work will be received 
at one dollar per annum, or 24 numbers.— 


All Letters relative to this Journal must 
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